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defeat of the motion did not detract, however, from the value of
PherozeshsJi's performance, which was recognized even by those
who found themselves completely at variance with him.
Equally strong was the attitude adopted by Pherozeshah towards a
question which arose out of the application of the C. D. Act to
Bombay. That ill-starred Act, designed to check the frightful ravages
of venereal disease, had been tried for nearly two years in the city,
and had been withdrawn in 1872 as it was found to be a failure.
Four years later, an official report giving an alarming picture of the
spread of the disease was forwarded to the Corporation, which im-
perfectly realizing the weight and strength of the case against
legislation of this kind as a preventive of disease, saw no objection to
the re-introduction of the Act into Bombay. But it guarded itself
against any pecuniary liability by distinctly declaring that it was not
in a position to supply any portion of the requisite funds. There-
upon, the Government of Sir Philip Wodehouse decided to drop
the matter.
In 1880, Sir Richard Temple took up the question anew, and the
Corporation was again approached for a contribution of Rs. 15,000,
amounting to half the cost of working the Act in Bombay. An
interesting debate took place, and the principles underlying the
measure were discussed by various speakers, who dealt exhaustively
with the moral and physical aspects of the question of state regula-
tion of prostitution. Dr. Cook was the strongest supporter of die
Government proposal, and in a long speech condemned the attitude
of his opponents in uncompromising terms. Among other things he
remarked that it was a mendacious statement to make that tfae
public recognition of the evil by the state was degrading to the
moral tone of society, for in India prostitution in its varied phases
was "a recognized institution, recognized alike by custom and still
worse by religion." It was not to be expected that such a remark
would be allowed to pass unchallenged, and in his speech, which
was an elaborate reply to all the arguments advanced by tfae sup-
porters of the Act, Pherozeshah did not fail to deal with the allega-
tion, though not as severely as one would expect. According
to him, Dr. Cook's statement showed "the remarkable want of
scientific accuracy with which Europeans in this country observe tfae